
EXCERPT 

COURT TESTIMONY:  MATTHEW JACKSON, MAY 1, 2023 
TOPIC:  FIREFIGHTER ASSOCIATION ELECTED OFFICIAL ENDORSEMENT PROCESS 

 
 

This lawsuit was filed against the City of West Covina by a former fire chief for disability discrimination, disability retaliation, 
whistleblower retaliation, and intentional infliction of emotional distress.  The City of West Covina lost the case.  The former 
fire chief was awarded $4.1 million and almost $1 million in attorney fees.  West Covina is appealing the lawsuit.   

 
This excerpt discusses the candidate endorsement process that occurred between the Wu council majority and the West Covina firefighter’s 
association (aka union) prior to the former fire chief’s termination.  This testimony gives insight into why elected officials do not control fire 
department overtime.  Simply stated, candidates endorsed by the firefighter’s union benefit enormously via the firefighters’ political action 
committee’s independent expenditures on mailers, yard signs, and contributions.  For example, a Recipient Committee California “Form 460” filed 
for the November 2019 election reported the firefighter’s union spent $42,139.17 influencing our votes (District 4 ($25,321.78); District 5 
($5,016.18); and citywide Treasurer ($11,801.61)).  Their effort was successful:  It resulted in the “Wu council majority.” 

Jerri Potras, May 13, 2024 
 

 
Note: In this excerpt, “Q” is Anthony Ngyuen, attorney for the plaintiff.   He is questioning “A” Matthew Jackson, former president of West Covina 

Firefighters Association IAF Local 3226. 
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