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West Covina City
Manager Fires Fire
Chief Vincent Capelle

Waest Covina Fira Chiaf Vincent Capalle

By Gearge Ogden

WEST COVINA - On
Wednesday, November 27,
West Covina Fire Chiel Vincent
Capelle was fired by the city,
and both Capelle and a city of -
ficial confirmed this. Capelle
stated that on Tuesday, Nav.
26, he was given a notice of
separation by the cily.

Capelle stated, "1 was
blindsided and compleiely
shocked”. Mayor Brian
Cabderon Tabatabai said he re-
ceived an email frem Cily
hanager Paulina Maorales on
Tuesday, which indicated she
fired him. Tabatabai stated he
spake with Morales and he wasg
told Capelle had been given ter-
mination papers and that the
city manager had lost irusi in
tha chief,

Morales stated that there
was o commenl.

It has been reported that
Tabatabai said Capelle had been
& target of Mayor Pro Tem
Teny Wu since an incident
where back in Auvg, 9, 2022,
when Wu allegedly velled at
Capelle at a public event State
Sen. Josh Newman did not
speak al the ceremony and
Mewman had made it ¢lear that
he did not want to speak at the

cvent, however, W still wanted
him to speak. According to a
Human Resources memaran-
dum dated Auvg, 9, 2027, Wu
shouted at Capelle, "Den't you
ever (expletive) disrespect me
again!®

I was not surprised,” stated
Tabatabai about what had hap-
pened. "There's a crueliy to
this to do it the Tuesday be-
fore Thanksgiving,”

Capelle worked on a grant
which was presented at the
Tuzsday, Kov, 12, City Coun-
cil mecting. The couneil voted
3-1-1, with Letty Lopez-Viado
abstaining and Tabatabai vot-
ing no on a motion to decline a
3AFER gran1, which would
have funded 15 new firefighter
pesilions for 3 years. However
the concern was, the number
weren't there and what hap-
pens afier 3 vears. The nexi
day he was Ored,

The well-liked chicf did alot
for thee fire department and for
the eity.

Most likely this will resultin
another mubimillion-dollar law-
suit against the iy, Over the
prast few vears, the city has
been sued for millions of dal-
lars by former employees.



