EXCERPT

COURT TESTIMONY: TONY WU, APRIL 28, 2023; DAVID CARMANY, MAY 3, 2023
Toric: CiTY MANAGER HIRING

This lawsuit was filed against the City of West Covina by a former fire chief for disability discrimination, disability retaliation,
whistleblower retaliation, and intentional infliction of emotional distress. The City of West Covina lost the case. The former
fire chief was awarded $4.1 million and almost $1 million in attorney fees. West Covina is appealing the lawsuit.

This testimony describes the process the city council majority followed when they hired David Carmany as city manager for the City of West Covina.
Jerri Potras, May 19, 2024

Note: In this excerpt, “Q” is Anthony Ngyuen, attorney for the plaintiff. He is questioning “A” Tony Wu, City Council member, City of West Covina..

1 SUPERICER COQURT OF THE STATE OF CRLIFOENIZ 31
2 FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS5 AMNGELES 20 Q. ARZ ¥OU TRLEIKG REOUT DRVID CREMINY: IS THRT

3 DEFPRRTMENT 54 HON. MAURICE &. LEITEE JUDGE 21 RIGHT?

4 LARRY WHITHORK 22 i THE NEW CITY MEMNAGER WE EIERED AT THE CLOESED

5 PLAINTIFE, 23 SEEEICH 3 TO 2 RDPIOCVE IE DAVID CARMERHY.

& V5. CASE NHO.: 2Z05TCVOBS16 24 Q. ALL RIGHT. AND WEEN HE WAE HIRED, HZ WAE

7 WEST COVINA, 25 THITIRLLY HIEED ON BN INTEZRIM BRSIS5; CCORRECT?

e o ot et ot et

g8 DEFENDANT. 2a L.  INTERIM, YES.
g 27 Q. THAT'S WHAT I S&ID, IWTZRIM.
10 REPCRTER'S TRARNSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 27 L. OERY.

11 FRIDAY, APRIL 2B, 2023
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Q. AKD TEEY 3-2Z VOTE IN TERMS OF TEE 3 TEAT MADE TP
TEAT VOTE WAS YOURSELF, MR. CRSTELLAKOS, AKD MS. LOFPEZ?

A. CORERECT.

Q. BKD, IK FRCI, BEEFORE MR. CARMENY WARS EIRED RS

CITY MBWAGER, T0U SPJEKE WITE HIM EBEFOQEE EE APFLIED?

A YES.

Q. ARD ¥0U ACTURLLY ENCOURRGED HIM TO REPLY?

A I INTEEVIEWED HIM, AKD TEEK I CEECE HIS EESUME,
EUT, ¥ES5, I ENCOURRCGED HIM TO APFLY.

Q. BKD ¥0U SFCEE WITE EIM AEQUT THE PRCEZLEME CR

ISEUES AT THE CITY TEAT YOU WAKRTED EIM TO FIX; CORERECT?

A CORRECT.

Q. LKD WERE ¥OU AWRARE THAT ¥0U WZRE THEZ QHNLY
COURCIL MEMEBER TQ SFEAK WITE ME. CARMENY EEFORE EE EVER
LPPLIED?

A. I DISAGREEZ. I THINK I FROVIDEZ TEE CCNTACT
INFOEMATIOR FOR ARLL OTHER CITY CCUNCIL. ERVE TEEY TALEED
I3 HIM OR KOT, I DON'T EKCW, EUT I DID SPOEE TC EIM CHE
TIIME.

Q. OERY. BARKD EE WAS EIRED IN APRIL OF Z01%; IS
TEAT RIGET?

A APRIL 2015, CORRECT. I TEIKK 350.

Q. SPECIFICALLY APRIL 2, 201%; DCES THAT SOUKD
FAMILIZR?

A WE HAVE TO WAIT FOR —-— AFTIER WE ELECIED, WEZ EAVE
I3 WAIT FOR TEREE MCNTHS, S50-CALLED COCLING PERICD, B2Y
LAW, TO TEEFMINATE THE CITY MAKAGER DURING THEE TIME. A&ND

50 THEN AFTER TEART, WE CEN EIRE A NEW CITY MRNRGEE, CEAY,

33

EQPEFULLY TO FIX THEZ CITY FROELEM.

NEWS REPORTS RELATED TO CITY MANAGER HIRING
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e Orona, J. (2024, May 9). West Covina appoints Paulina Morales
first female, and Latina city manager. San Gabriel Valley Tribune.

e Valdez, G. (2023, May 18). City Manager submits resignation,
citing 'personal reasons'. San Gabriel Valley Tribune.

e Yee, C. (2019, March 6). West Covina city manager resigns, two
other top officials leave too. San Gabriel Valley Tribune.

e Yee, C. (2019, April 3). West Covina’s interim city manager
recently led La Puente staff. San Gabriel Valley Tribune.

e Yee, C. (2019, July 17). West Covina wants interim city manager
to take the job permanently ... for 1 year. San Gabriel Valley
Tribune.
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https://www.sgvtribune.com/2024/05/09/west-covina-appoints-paulina-morales-first-female-and-latina-city-manager/#:%7E:text=The%20West%20Covina%20City%20Council%20unanimously%20appointed%20acting,Latina%20city%20manager%20in%20West%20Covina%E2%80%99s%20101-year%20history.
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2024/05/09/west-covina-appoints-paulina-morales-first-female-and-latina-city-manager/#:%7E:text=The%20West%20Covina%20City%20Council%20unanimously%20appointed%20acting,Latina%20city%20manager%20in%20West%20Covina%E2%80%99s%20101-year%20history.
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2023/05/18/west-covina-city-manager-submits-resignation-citing-personal-reasons/
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2023/05/18/west-covina-city-manager-submits-resignation-citing-personal-reasons/
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2019/03/06/west-covina-city-manager-resigns-two-other-top-officials-leave-too/
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2019/03/06/west-covina-city-manager-resigns-two-other-top-officials-leave-too/
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2019/04/03/west-covinas-interim-city-manager-recently-led-la-puente-staff/
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2019/04/03/west-covinas-interim-city-manager-recently-led-la-puente-staff/
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2019/07/17/west-covina-removes-interim-from-city-managers-title-but-permanence-remains-uncertain/
https://www.sgvtribune.com/2019/07/17/west-covina-removes-interim-from-city-managers-title-but-permanence-remains-uncertain/

Note: In this excerpt, “Q” is Anthony Ngyuen, attorney for the plaintiff. “A” is David Carmany, then City Manager, City of West Covina..
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BREPOETER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2023
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2. DOEAY. HOW, PRIOR TO YOUER HIRIWG AT THE CITY
OF WEST COVINA, AND IN FACT PRIOR TO YOUR INTERVIEWING,
¥YOT S5POEE WITH COUNCILMEMEBER TONY WO ABOUT THE OPENING,
COREECT?

L. YES.

J. AND TONY WO ACTUALLY ENCOUEAGED YOU TOD AFPPLY
FOR THE POSITION; IS THAT CORRECT?

L. YES.

J. AND WHEN SPEAEKING WITH ME. WU, COUNCILMEMBER
W0 WOULD EXPLAIN TO ¥YOU THE PROBLEMS AND VARIOUS ISSUES
THAT HE WANTED YOU TO POTENTIALLY FIX, CORRECT?

A. CORRECT.

2. IHCLUDIKG ISSUES RELATED TO LABOR UNIONM
RELATIONS, CORRECT?

L. COREECT.

2. ALL RIGHT. HNOW, AS FAR AS OTHER

COUNCILMEMEERS ON THE CITY COUNSEL OF WEST COVINA AT THE
TIME, WO OME ELSE REACHED OUT TO ¥YDU ABOUT THE POSITION
OTHER THANW ME. WU, CORRECT?

L. NOT THAT I RECALL, CORRECT.

2. 50, IN OTHER WORDS, THE ONLY COUNCILMEMBEERE OF
THE CITY OF WEST COVINA THAT YOU SPOEE WITH BEFORE
APPLYING FOR THE POSITION WAS TOWY WU, CORRECT?

k. YES.
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